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| have an emotional attachment to this music; it is part of my life.
| grew up with it, and for this reason it is the closest and therefore

best understood and best known form of art to me.” With these
words, Andrzej Wojcik, who directed the last concert given by the
orchestra in Zabrze in January, began the evening with its
interesting programme in the Philharmonic. He was  in fact, acting
as an announcer, mediating to the music-lovers what was said by
the conductor and main person at the venue - Adam Rosenbloom
from the USA. One year ago, we had had our first opportunity of
seeing him on the conductor’s rostrum in Zabrze. The scores he
brought to Silesia this time were focused on American pop music.
This type of music is rarely heard in Polish philharmonic settings.
Rosenbloom had marked all the presented pieces with a brief
commentary of his own. This showed that American film, musical
or even pop music means the same to people across the ocean as
classical works by Mozart to a European or works by Chopin or
Moniuszko to a Pole. ,We played fragments of songs from
theatrical performances, films or Joplin ragtimes at parties and

Music made in the USA x America in
Zabrze %« Westerns in February

Pop in the Philharmonic

during the breaks at school or even leamt them during our music
lessons. The tunes and the texts written for them often reflected
our feelings and longings. It was for this very reason that | wanted
to share this experience with the European music-lover. This would
seem to me to be a wonderful clash between two different
cultures”.

This clash was set in motion with the very exciting, lively music
from the Western ,The Magnificent Seven". Such a beginning
brought the audience straight into the specific mood of American
subculture. The exceptionally interesting evening also gave us an
opportunity to hear the sounds of ,Jurassic Park", ,Schindler’s List"
and some musicals including ,Oklahoma", as well as a hit mediey
from Billy Joel and the Beatles and some great hits transcribed for
symphony orchestra. One notable feature is that the soundtrack of
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the .Star Trek" series was played in Europe for the very first time
(and in Zabrze at that!). To reproduce the sound of this music to

perfection, a recording of a rocket being launched was used as
well as special percussion instruments, popularly known as
_cosmic tubes”, which the conductor had brought with him from
Germany.

Most music-lovers gave a warm reception to the evening
programme and its performance by the Philharmonic Orchestra in
Zabrze under the direction of Adam Rosenbloom. The performance
of most pieces was highly successful; the wind instruments coped
well in a very large number of pieces. Almost everything was in
order apart from achieving the specific sound characterising
American symphony orchestras. It is not only in Zabrze that this
cannot be reproduced, however, but in most European cities.
~ The evening will go down in history as an exceptionally

original encounter with American culture, served up in an
elegant, philharmonic manner. Thanks to the charm of
Rosenbloom, who was smiling throughout the concert, and the
music presented by him, we gained an impression of ,feeling"
at least for a moment.

The next Philharmonic concert in Zabrze will be held in a similar
atmosphere. On Friday 3 February at 6 p.m. music from the best of
the Westerns will resound in the auditorium of the Music School at
Reymonta Street. The orchestra will be conducted by Jan
Walcynski, coming from Wroclaw to put in a guest appearance.

JAKUB LAZAR



